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A day after Montgomery County Execut~ve Douglas M. Duncan called f ~ r  a hard look at the management of the ccunty's p lann~~  
department and ordered work halted on another project, some County ~ f h ~ i d l ~  sald h ~ s  remarks d ~ d  l~ttle to resolve the controve 
construction irregularities In norlheri? hlontgomery. 

Some council members, as well as planntng staff, sard that in his state of the county address. Duncan tried to take undue cred~i 
attempts to resolve problems at Clarksburg Town Center. Others said he was uslng his speech to boost h ~ s  pol~t~cal  fortunes. 

"I think it was a carnp3lgn speech." sa~d  County Counc~l member Marilyn Praisner (D-Eastern County), a longtime Duncan anta 
Duncan is seektng the Democratic norninatlon ~n next year's rate for yovernor. 

Council members were receplws to Duncan's call for a 9112-cent reduction In the property tax rate, which could slow the rncrea 
bills and prov~de as much as $400 tn rel~ef to the owner of a 5400,000 house 

Most reserved judgment, though, untll t h ey  see Duncan's entire budget plan, due in March. The proposed rate cut, tn 92.5 cent 
5100 o f  assessed value, could cost the county $128 milllon, a loss that could be cush~oned Sy a surplus in the county coffers. L 
the counul reduced the rate 4 cents, to $1.02 on evey 5100 of assessed value. 

" I t  may Indeed be dn easler effort than it was the last t ~ m e  around," council member Nancy Floreen (D-At Large) said "Last yez 
r;auncil took the lead It !s essler when Doug is on the same slde." 

Duncan used Tuesday's speech io apologize for the problems at Clarksburrj Town Center, a new cornmun~ty rlslng northeast o 
Germantown, where res~dents were the first to unearth ev ld~nce that what was h n g  built was not what was promised. He pro[ 
appoint~ng an ombudsman to deal with the problems there and Issued a stop-work order for an adjacent community wherc he s 
had unearthed new problems. 

Duncan alsv urged the County Council to conslder whether to replace Plannlng Board Cha~rnian Der~ck Berlage, who oversees 
that has been blamed for many of the problems. HIS term explres In June. 

Council Pres~dent George L. Leventhal (D-At Large) sa~d  there Isn't a malor~ty ready to declde Bcrlage's fate before June N e v ~  
plans to circulate a memo lo  other rnerrlbers t h ~ s  week on the matter. 

"I  fh~nk the Clarksburg s~tuat~on makes all of us look bad, and the task ahead 1s to get a handle on that." Leventhal sa~d. 

Counc~l member Michael Knapp (D-Upcounty) sald he th~nks the council should a d  qu~ckly OI? Berlags. "We need to make a de 
may or another as soon as possible after the first of the y ~ a r , "  said Knapp, whose d~str~ct  includes Clarksburg "The counc~l nee 
action one way or another" 

Knapp and other counc~l members said Duncan's comments about a Clarksburg ombudsman were a h ~ t  of revlstonist h~story 

Knapp said it was he who first urged the adm~n~stration a year ago l o  ,3ppolnl a senior-level staff person. When Duncan subrnltt 
budget in the spnng. ~t included a m~d-ievel positron The councrl thought ~t dsserved more stature. "1 was hopeful a couple wee 
vre were past hlarning people, so it's troubhng people are still taking shots at the councrl." sald Knapp, who ran on a slate w ~ l h  [ 
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Also, plannlng officials said they were surprised by Duncan's announcement that he was issuing an immediate stop-work order 
development. Clarksburg Village, being developed by McLean- based Elm Street Development. Duncan said the Department o 
Services, which he controls. halted work there because of discrepancies over lot slzes. "Permitt~ng Serv~ces has taken ~t on ~ t s  I 

~nitlative to check for violations In Clarksburg." Duncan sald. 

Planning offic~als dlsputed that. "We notified them on lot slze issues a month or two ago, so I am not sure what they mean by 'tt 
initiative.' " said Rose Krasnow, chief of the development review div~sion. 

"Park and Plann~ng IS  not getting the lrlb done when it comes to enforcement," sa~d  Duncan's spokesman. David Weaver. "We 
Clarksburg V~llage violations to their attention earl~er t h ~ s  year on mult~ple occasions, and noth~ng happened." 

Officials also said that they had been working closely with the Duncan administration for months on Clarksburg Village and that 
agreed to undertake a thorough review before halting any work. "It was a rather sudden change," said Bill Mooney, a former DL 
administrat~on official who is acting director of the plann~ng department. 
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